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Local Area/Contact V P I 
Atlantic    
Fran Kuhn X   
John Fata (ALT/F. Kuhn)    
Bergen    
Tammy Molinelli  X   
Carol Polack (ALT)    
Lynda Wolf  X   
Roberta Espinosa    
Burlington    
Barbara Weir  X   
Kelly West X   
Camden    
Frank Cirii X   
Nidia Sinclair (ALT)    
Jeff Swartz X   
Leslie Williams X   
Cumberland/Salem/Cape 
May 

   

Terri Bryan  X   
Jamie Gomez (ALT/A. Spinelli) X   
Tom Halligan (ALT/T. Bryan)    
Kathy Lockbaum    
Amy Ronketty (ALT)    
Essex    
Jobi Odeneye (ALT) X   
Janine Schaeffer (ALT)    
Josette VanDyke (ALT)    
Howard Weiss    
Gloucester     
Tom Bianca    
Eileen Gallo (ALT) X   
Michelle Shirey X   
Greater Raritan    
Jeanne Cassano (ALT/P. Grzella)    
Paul Grzella X   
Monica Mulligan X   
Christopher Peake X   
Hudson County    
Leidy Ramirez     
Michelle DeFilippo    
Deanine Muniz (ALT) X   
Keri Sullivan X   
Mercer County    
Virgen Velez X   
Middlesex County    

Hilda Alonso X   
Claudia Dorsch (ALT)    
Kevin Kurdziel X   
Monmouth County    
Lawrence Sternbach X   
Yolanda Taylor X   
Joan Desmarais X   
Morris/Sussex/Warren    
Jane Armstrong    
Victoria Bollhardt    
Diane Jainarine (ALT) X   
Karen Lauridsen    
Kelly O’Neill McGuire (ALT) X   
Beth Rodgers (ALT)    
Newark    
Eva Anochi (ALT)    
Karen Gaylord X   
Latoya Joseph    
Ocean    
Candy Fortier    
Patricia Leahey    
Kim Liguori (ALT/P. Leahey)    
Cheryl Meyer X   
Passaic County    
Davidene Alpart X   
Duwan Bogert    
Sofia Comas-Phillips (ALT/L. Murphy) X   
Lauren Murphy  X   
Velanae Rojas (ALT/D.Alpart) X   
Union    
Perle Almeida X   
Debbie-Ann Anderson     
Robert Croom (ALT/D.Anderson)    
Antonio Rivera    
GSETA Staff    
Samantha Pfeifer, Exec Dir X   
Guests    
Joe Fazio, Workforce 180 X   
Melanie Willoughby, NJBAC X   
Miles Pressey, NJBAC X   
Irene Crespo, NJBAC X   
Stephen Milgon, NJBAC X   
Donald Newman, NJBAC X   

 
 
P = Attended by phone; V = Attended virtually, I= Attended in 
person; Blank=Not present
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Welcome and Introductions 
Kevin Kurdziel called the meeting to order at 10:02AM and welcomed membership to the February membership meeting. 
 
Attendance was taken via the chat feature of Zoom by Monica Mulligan.  
 
Workforce 180 
Mike Fazio from Workforce 180 provided an overview of Workforce 180 and all the offerings they have for workforce 
professions, including certificate programs for Case Management, Business Services and Motivational Interviewing. 
Workforce 180 currently is offering programming through the GSETA institute as well and can be accessed at GSETA – 
Workforce180 
 
Kevin Kurdziel indicated that Mike Fazio will be the Keynote Speaker at GSETA’s October conference. At the conference, all 
graduates of the above certificate programs will be announced.  
 
New Jersey Business Action Center 
Kevin Kurdziel introduced Melanie Willoughby, Executive Director of the New Jersey Business Action Center (NJBAC). He 
indicated that GSETA can work with NJBAC to build a long term strategy for engaging businesses and informing them of how 
these two organizations can support them.  
 
Melanie Willoughby indicated that she has worked with GSETA before through her role with NJBIA and now through NJBAC. 
She explained that NJBAC has been a part of the Department of State for over 40 years. The organization is an advocate for 
businesses navigating through the government processes and helps connect businesses with outside agencies so that they 
can grow and prosper. GSETA is an important resource for NJBAC, as this is the connection for upskilling workers and finding 
workers to fill open positions. Melanie sees NJBAC working with GSETA to educate businesses about what each organization 
provides and supporting NJBAC’s role as being a one stop shop where businesses can come for support.  Melanie brought 
a number of her team members along to present at their specific areas of expertise.  
 
Steve Milgram is the NJBAC’s Manager of the Office of Business Advocacy. This office helps businesses as they set up in NJ 
with things such as permits, regulatory issues, locating loans, grants and creating strategies for growing and retaining 
workers. This office will assist businesses  with navigating issues with DEP, OSHA, FDA, DOT and other state and federal 
agencies. This office considers itself to be the “great connector” because of the relationship building it is able to accomplish. 
Irene Crespo works with Central NJ businesses and specialized is Life Sciences and Myles Pressley works with businesses 
from Mercer to Cape May  
 
John Newman is NJBAC’s Manager of Small Business Advocacy. They host a live chat and call center for small business (1-
800-Jersey-7). They assist small business with finding financial support, technical assisting, registering as a new business 
and navigating state government processes. They are often the first call a small business will make. They have had over 
200,000 conversations with small business through their chat line. They see themselves as navigators that can provide a 
road map for how to start a business. they have a unit that works with food and beverage manufacturers on international 
trade and another unit that focuses on the NJ motion picture trade.  
 
Virgen Velez asked how NJBAC interfaces with local economic development offices. Melanie Willoughby indicated that 
NJBAC has a close relationship with many economic development offices at both the county and municipal level.  NJBAC 
welcomes local WDBs to make local introductions between local economic development and NJBAC if those connections 
are not already there. 
 

https://workforce180.com/gseta/
https://workforce180.com/gseta/
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Fran Kuhn asked what connection NJBAC has with EDA. Melanie Willoughby indicated that they are located right across the 
street from each other and help each other connect businesses to the services that need to support them.  
 
Stephen Milgram indicated that NJBAC is working on a NJ Cannabis Training Academy.  
 
Myles Pressley indicated that NJBAC are currently working with Lionsgate in Newark. He will pass contact information on to 
Karen Gaylord, who wanted to make the connection. NJBAC is also working on developing a Motion Picture Academy with 
community colleges. Jeff Swartz suggested that once this is developed, the program should get approved for the ETPL so 
that WIOA funds could support training.  
 
Paul Grzella indicated that the GRWDB connected with NJBAC around a March 8th resource event.  
 
Kevin Kurdziel indicated that now that NJBAC is welcome to come back to GSETA periodically to give updates on programs 
or other initiatives they have. He indicated local WDBs may also want to consider inviting NJBAC to local meetings. Kevin 
thanked Melanie and her team for coming to present to GSETA. Melanie provided the following links for more information 
about services available through NJBAC: 
https://nj.gov/state/bac/assets/pdf/publications/NJBAC-Brochure.pdf 

www.business.nj.gov 

https://nj.gov/state/bac/ 

https://nj.gov/state/bac/assets/pdf/publications/NJBAC-flyer-Small-Business-Advocacy.pdf 

https://nj.gov/state/bac/business-advocates.shtml 

Correspondence 
 
Monica Mulligan reported on one piece of correspondence received by Kevin Kurdziel from Allison Spinelli dated January 
30, 2023 that indicated she is no longer working at the Cumberland/Salem/Cape May WDB and as a result, is stepping down 
from her duties at GSETA (see attached).  
 
Kevin Kurdziel indicated that this is a loss not only for her local area but for GSETA, as Allison was instrumental in many 
areas of the organization including her large role in the conference planning. He further indicated that he wishes Allison all 
of the best and hopes that she stays connected to the workforce development system in some capacity.  
 
Kevin indicated that Allison was a member of the GSETA Executive Committee as Past President. That position will remain 
vacant until after the next election cycle.  
 
Approval of the November 9, 2022 Minutes 
The minutes of the November 2022 GSETA meeting were presented by Monica Mulligan.  
 
Davidene Alpart made a motion approve the November minutes. Jeff Swartz seconded the motion. There were no 
objections. The motion was approved.  
 
Treasurer’s Report  
Kevin Kurdziel reported that Leslie Williams will be stepping down as Treasurer at the end of March and indicated that 
GSETA is looking for a volunteer to fill that role. He indicated that GSETA will be looking to procure for a bookkeeper to 
assist with certain responsibilities of the position.  
 
Leslie Williams reported that the January bank reconciliation had been sent to the Executive Committee and the January 
general finance report sent to membership for review. Leslie mentioned the A/R Aging report which lists all outstanding 

https://nj.gov/state/bac/assets/pdf/publications/NJBAC-Brochure.pdf
http://www.business.nj.gov/
https://nj.gov/state/bac/
https://nj.gov/state/bac/assets/pdf/publications/NJBAC-flyer-Small-Business-Advocacy.pdf
https://nj.gov/state/bac/business-advocates.shtml
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invoices as of 1/31/23. The A/R detail shows the outstanding payments that each local area should review. She indicated 
that Shanya Webb-Jules from Greater Raritan One Stop Career Training will be assisting her in following up with past due 
payments, so be on the lookout for emails from her.  Leslie indicated that all POs have been signed and returned and all 
checks deposited, so the A/R is accurate as of today. If anyone has any questions, they can reach out to Leslie via email 
leslie@ccwib.com or (856) 751-1500 (Office). 
 

Leslie explained the “ACH” on the finance report. She let membership know that some vendors use QuickBooks as a 
payment method, which allows Leslie to make a direct payment to them for their invoice, using this as an option. She 
indicated that this cuts down the reimbursement time to the vendor, because a check does not have to be written, signed 
by Jeff Swartz in Camden County and then Kevin Kurdziel in Middlesex County before being mailed out. The detail of the 
transactions are available on the bank statement and can be viewed by any member of GSETA. 

 
Paul Grzella made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  Samantha Pfeifer seconded the motion. There 
were no objections or abstentions. The motion was approved.  
 
President’s Report 
Kevin Kurdziel reported that with the Local Governance policy in mind, GSETA out in an OPRA request for the 
communications between NJDOL and USDOL regarding the Comprehensive Compliance review that provides information 
on the findings of the monitoring conducted with Passaic County and Hudson County. Kevin received the report and will 
forward to Monica Mulligan to send out to membership. Kevin indicated that this report would help put context around 
Local Governance policy. 
 
Kevin reported that the NAWB conference is being held in Washington DC March 26th through March 28th. 
 
Executive Director’s Report 
Samantha Pfeifer reported that she is working with the By-Laws Subcommittee to make edits to GSETA’s by-laws so that 
they can be reviewed at the next meeting.  
 
Samantha asked for volunteers to help with the conference now that Allison has stepped down. She indicated that Jeff 
Swartz has volunteered to help co-chair, so another co-chair is needed along with volunteers for registration, promotions, 
speakers and many other conference areas. Please reach out to Samantha if you would like to assist in any capacity.  
 
Samantha informed membership that the initial Local Governance vides created as a training tool by EDSI have been 
uploaded to YouTube with future installments set to be uploaded on 2/14/23, 2/21/23 and 2/28/23. She indicated that the 
training videos can be viewed by all GSETA members. There will be one technical assistance training that will be for WDB 
Directors and WDB staff only.  
 
Samantha reported that the GSETA Institute is up and running with at least 50 participants registered for the three workshop 
series that are running through June 2023. If anyone has any questions about the workshops, please reach out to Samantha.  
 
Committee Updates 
 
Operations Committee:  Virgen Velez reported that at the 2/6/23 meeting, Sherie Jenkins from NJDOL was present. She is 
the new director over WFNJ, Youth, WLL and the Pathways grant. Ahmad McDougal has moved on to another position. 
Sherie alluded to more funds being made available for the WLLs, but there was no specific information given. The next 
committee meeting is scheduled for March 6, 2023 at 10:00AM.  
 
Monitoring: No report. The next committee meeting is February 16, 2023, at 10:00AM. 

mailto:leslie@ccwib.com
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Fiscal Committee: Kevin Kurdziel is looking for a member to chair this committee, as it was run by Allison Spinelli who has 
stepped down as a GSETA member. He indicated that the meeting agendas are primarily updates on fiscal issues from Erica 
Slaughter’s team at NJDOL, so chairing the committee is not a heavy lift. The next committee meeting is TBD.  
 
Youth Committee: No report. The next committee meeting is scheduled for March 1, 2023 at 10:00AM. 
 

MIS Committee: Terri Bryan reported that AOSOS will continue to stay operational while NJDOL continues to work out 
some kinks with the next gen AOSOS. Members of the committee have asked Futureworks and NJDOL for monthly reports 
instead of quarterly reports, as this will assist with more timely review of the reports and follow-up with customers who 
are in the performance measures. The next committee meeting is February 22, 2023, at 10:00AM. 

Kevin Kurdziel reported that the state hopes to replace AOSOS but that will be a multi-year process. Geographic Solutions 
is used in some other states but has not had good reviews. Monster has a good case management system. Kevin indicated 
that NJDOL has a work group to address the parameters of a new system. He along with Allison Spinelli and Kathy 
Lockbaum have been participating in these meetings. Virgen Velez indicated that it would be helpful to have some of 
those that work in AOSOS daily provide input Joan Desmarais indicated she had been participating in the discussions. Terri 
Bryan asked Kevin if her name could be passed along as someone who would like to join that workgroup. Kevin indicated 
that he would do so.  

Open Discussion 
Jeff Swartz made a motion for GSETA to donate $100.00 to a charity of Tony Corsi’s choice in honor of his late wife. Tony 
was a long-time member and past president of GSETA. The motion was seconded by Terri Bryan. There were no objections 
or abstentions. The motion was approved.  

Kevin Kurdziel made a motion for GSETA send a recognition to Allison Spinelli for her contributions to GSETA. The motion 
was seconded by Jeff Swartz. There were no objections or abstentions. The motion was approved.  

Kevin Kurdziel indicated that NJDOL still has some work to do on determining some of the local governance details. It still 
must be determined where the business services function will sit. There needs to be clarification in the training modules 
through work with EDSI and NJDOL. 
 
Chris Peake asked if there was any kind of conflict with EDSI providing procurement training and also being a provider of 
service in at least one local area. Kevin Kurdziel indicated that EDSI amended its conflict of interest statement to include 
that it will not apply for any other contracts in New Jersey for the next two years.  
 
Kevin Kurdziel reported that USDOL’s Director has stepped down to become the head of the National Hockey Association, 
so we will have to wait and see who will take that position.  
 
Keven Kurdziel reported that GSETA’s upcoming October in-person conference will be held at the Hard Rock in Atlantic City. 
He indicated that this should strengthen GSETA’s national profile. Virgen Velez reminded membership that the cost of the 
hotel needed to be included with registration in order to maintain compliance with NJDOL policy.  Kevin indicated that they 
would make sure this is the case. He further noted that they are working to increase conference sponsorships this year, 
which will help defray costs for GSETA.  Terri Bryan asked if the STAR Awards will be held at the conference. Samantha  
Pfeifer indicated that they have to make a determination if the STAR Awards would be held at the conference or at a stand-
along event. Terri impressed upon membership the importance of this award.  
 
Davidene Alpart asked when elections for GSETA are taking place. Kevin indicated it would be at the May meeting. Virgen 
Velez reminded membership that a nomination committee needed to be brought together in order to start the process.  
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Adjournment:  
Terri Bryan made the motion to adjourn the meeting.   Leslie Williams seconded it. There were no objections or abstentions. 
The motion was approved. The meeting was adjourned at 11:47AM.  
 
The next GSETA Membership meeting was scheduled for May 10, 2023 at 10:00AM but Kevin Kurdziel indicated that this 
would likely have to be moved due to his vacation schedule. A new date will be determined and sent out to membership. 
 



 

 

 

Allison Spinelli 
1 Arthur Street  

Pedricktown, NJ 08067 
aspinelli01@gmail.com 

January 30, 2023 

Kevin Kurdziel, President 
Garden State Employment & Training Association 
550 Jersey Avenue 
New Brunswick, NJ 08901 

Dear President Kurdziel: 

On January 17, 2023, the Cumberland County Board of Commissioners made 
the decision to make a change in the leadership of my county department and 
relieved me of my duties.  Because my membership was connected to my 
position with Cumberland County, I will no longer be a member of the 
Association. 

I wanted to thank all of the members for your partnership and friendship and 
wish nothing but the best for this organization.  During my almost 20 year 
membership, I have learned so much from so many of you and have been a 
part of countless achievements that make me proud to have had the 
opportunity to stand in your company. I will miss working with all of you and 
know that  GSETA’s best work is ahead. 

Please keep in touch and don’t hesitate to reach out if I can be of any 
assistance to you. My personal email is aspinelli01@gmail.com. 

 

Sincerely, 

Allison Spinelli 
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